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accompanied by experiences which really interest children
and which ensure that they understand what they read.
The idea should be constantly kept in mind that children
will recognise words more easily if the material to be read
represents pleasant actions and experiences with which
they are familiar. Thus reading material should be intimately
related to the children's lives. To achieve these various aims
the obvious method of approach is to relate early reading
matter to a group study or centre of interest in which all
pupils are interested and in which all can participate.
Practically every child is interested in building a house,
and if a suitable space in the classroom is available this is
an activity which can be linked with much meaningful
reading.1
According to the age of the pupils there will be pro-
portionate limitations to their building efforts; pupils of
6+ are much more effective in planning and in making
continuous efforts than pupils of 5+ years. If possible,
younger children may be aided by providing large cardboard
boxes, which can be slit along certain sides to provide a
house with ceilings and rooms, and then various aspects
of decoration may be pursued from that point. But what is
enjoyed best is the building of a house from the beginning,
so to speak. For this purpose the teacher provides a couple
of clothes horses, or trestles with laths to form the walls
of the rooms. Then all pupils paint patterns or pictures
on large sheets of paper which are pinned on to the frame
of the walls. All-over patterns may be made by older
pupils to form quite attractive walls.
Talk about the home and those who live in it may keep
pace with the building of it. Reading sheets may be
prepared by the teacher using simple words and dealing with
the interesting aspects of the home as they develop. Thus,
initial talks may centre round Mother and Father and
1 Other studies suitable for the 5i to 7 year period are making
shops of different kinds, preparing for and giving a party, etc.